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rom almost abseracted close up of

ocean stones o traditional scill life

and trompe locil painting, rhe
[ntermational Guild of Realisms (TGOR)
annual jured exhibivion ar the Manivon
Caallery in Sama Fe will provide an inside
ook ar @ varicty of trends ar work in
contemparary realist are,

“Mothing challenges an arist more
than the :]:ilil:." B COMpOse a CTeanve
seene and then caprure it absoluely
Mn]:is.li:!ajl}',+ ﬂp’h Mainiou {_n:“mjr
direcvor Kathrine Erickson, "You doen't
have 1o be a rarefied ar expert 1o judge
qmlh}" in this art form because Wour oyes
don’ lie.”

Entries into the exhibition were First
juricd by members of the Guild and then
by Erickson.  Amists range from
emerging talents o established painters
and prices for the work range from
$2,000 vo 60,000, On display will be
over GO paintings by 46 artists including
Stephen Stavast, Donna Surprenant, Bob
Luby, Valh Ola, Don Clapper and
Lorena Kloosrerbeor.

Don Clapper, [GOR  charter
member and trompe loeil painter, says
the importance of this exhibition is thar
it reinforces thar Realise painting is once
again a force 1o be reckoned with in the
contemporary art market, it presents the
ditteren: ways in which realistic p.'liﬂIinE
is being treared voday and ir introduces
many new artists whom collectors may
never have encountered before.

“We wanred vo create a vehicle for
showeasing a wide varicty of subjects all
in the Realism style,” says Clapper. “The
best way to demonstrare how far and
how Fast Realism has grown is to put all
the leading-edge artists in one gallery.
The immediate impact for maost
collecrors is "Wow, 1 had no idea this
many artists were doing work at such a
high level.”™

Vala Ola, who started as a poreraic
artist and now creates Renaissance-
inspired figurative works and sculprure
says, “The beaury of realism is the
rradivion of it. How it lives on from
generation to generation and even
though it's had a hard time in this last
century—gerring linle respect for a
while—I'm happy to see it making a
strong comeback.”

Ola is inspired by the work of
several old master painters, including
Caravaggio and Rembrandr.

“The figure is my main inverest,”
says Ola. “I love anatomy and [ stan
with observing the figure and playing
around with light in order 1o ger the
inner emotion coming through so that |
can express thar through the lighting and
the lighting of the body.”

Dutch artist Lorena Kloseterboer,
favors tightly rendered saill lifes char play
with the effects of light and reflecrion on
the mainly glass objects found in the
COMpOSTon,

“It wasn't so much a conscious
decision for my art to be in a realistic sryle,
a5 it was and continues o be an instinctive
attraction and fascinacion with this art
form,” says Kloosterboer. “When I'm ina
museum or gallery, my eyes are always
pulled towards Realism first.”

Tom Cardamone started our as a
landscape painrer bur gor fruscrated by
comments he would hear from people
about his work,

“People always told me that they
looked liked photographs, and most
arcists  would consider that a
compliment,” says Cardamone, "Bur, |
didnt want them o look like
photographs, | wanted them o look
like the real thing. 5o, I switched o
trompe ['oeil.”

Cardamone also wants his trompe
Ioeil images to look a lirde out of cthe
ordinary as well.

"1 try to stay away from what most
people do by concentrating on still life,
with no photos,” says Cardamone.
“1 also simulare the backgrounds o look
like recognirable material like corkboard
and chipboard and | simulate the frames
as well.”

Mo matier the :I.].'l.r_. the 1GOR
members are part of the resurgence in
inoerest in Realist arr dhar i underaay today,

“There's no question Fealism in on
the nse,” says Gary Babb, "Savvy
collectors have come o expect closely
observed works expertdy rendered
Today's collectars are better educated-—
as are artisis—and this is crearing a
vibrant marker for Realism paintings.” @
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